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Hello Mammoth Families! 
 
Welcome to the 23/24 school year at Mountain Vista Elementary!  The halls and classrooms are buzzing with 
the laughter and excitement of the new year, and it feels great to have our students and staff back after 
summer break!   
 
As we embark on this journey together, we are thrilled to have the privilege of welcoming 40 bright-eyed Pre-
Kindergarten students, 80 enthusiastic Kindergartners, and 30 new students in grades 1 through 5 to the 
Mountain Vista family.  To our 500 returning students, we are overjoyed to have you back with us, ready to 
embrace new challenges and explore new horizons.  It’s going to be a great year!  
 
Our dedicated team of educators is committed to creating an environment where your child's learning 
experience is enriched and meaningful.  As the new year begins, we are placing a special emphasis on building 
strong relationships as the foundation for academic and personal growth through Family Connection 

 
August 25   MVE 10-year Anniversary Celebration, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
August 29 and 30  PTO Car Wash at Vibe Carwash (flyer enclosed) 
August 30   PTO Community Meeting, MVE Library + Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://cherrycreekschools-org.zoom.us/j/4816391983?pwd=MmpFbGJMbm1rNE5lVHNJMmNENU14dz09 

Meeting ID: 481 639 1983 
Passcode:  mve 

September 4   NO SCHOOL, Holiday, Labor Day 
September 9   CCSD Veterans + Military Appreciation Event, Legacy Stadium, (see enclosed flyer) 

September 12   Spirit Day 
September 12   Community Night, Panera + Mod Pizza 
September 14   STOMPede/Fun Run 
September 15   RAIN DATE, STOMPede/Fun Run 
September 20   PTO Community Meeting, MVE Library + Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 
September 22   NO SCHOOL, Non-contact Day 
September 26   Hearing Screening (Pre-K, K, 1, 2) 
September 28   P.A.S.S. Meeting, MVE Library, 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://cherrycreekschools-org.zoom.us/j/4816391983?pwd=MmpFbGJMbm1rNE5lVHNJMmNENU14dz09


Meetings.  This time is meant for you to share about your child and the ways we can best support them in 
their academic and social and emotional growth.  We firmly believe that our partnership will establish a safe, 
supportive, and caring community that lays the groundwork for successful learning.  
 
We invite you to take a moment to familiarize yourselves with our wonderful new staff members who will be 
guiding your children this year.  You can find detailed information about each of our new staff members 
attached to this newsletter.  It truly takes a village to nurture young minds, and we are fortunate to have such 
a dedicated and knowledgeable team on board. 
 
Whether you're a new member of our school family or a returning one, we encourage you to actively engage 
in your child's education.  Stay connected by attending school events, parent-teacher conferences, and 
volunteering opportunities.  Your involvement makes a significant difference in your child's educational 
journey. 
 
We are excited about the boundless possibilities that this school year holds and are dedicated to making it a 
memorable and enriching experience for every student, every day!  Thank you for entrusting us with the 
privilege of guiding your child's education. 
 
As always, please reach out to your teacher, our staff, or to me with any questions or concerns.  We are here 
to support you and your children in any way we can! 
 

Dream. Believe. Achieve. 
 

Megan Carkhuff 
Principal  
 
****************************************************************************************** 

 
UPDATES 
Parking: 

• If we haven’t said it enough THANK YOU for having grace and patience with arrival and dismissal based 
on feedback from the county’s traffic audit. 

• We’re able to clear the blacktop in about 7 minutes, and car riders have been mostly cleared in 12 
minutes—thanks for helping with this! 

• AM arrival has been so smooth. As a reminder, students should not exit the car until in the Hug and Go 
single lane zone.  Staff are there to open doors and greet kids. 

• We’re still working on tightening up PM dismissal (which has also gone a bit quicker).  A few things to 
help: 

o For Hug and Go driving lane–remind your students to be watching for your cars. 
o For blacktop pick up (walking home or parking to pick up) please do not linger by the exit doors, 

classes are trying to exit efficiently. 
o Please wait to pick up your student until the entire grade is at their waiting cone. 
o Please wait to enter the blacktop/playground area until all students are cleared from recess: 

▪ On Wednesday, early release, recess runs close to dismissal, please wait until 1:40 to 
enter the space. 

▪ On Mondays, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, please wait until 2:35 to enter the space. 
 
 
 



Pre-K families: 
• We hope your kiddo is loving their school experience.  If picking up or dropping off midday, please note 

that the playground is only open for K-5 students.  Please do not walk through the playground, you can 
access the mobiles by walking from Tibet Street or around the front of the building.  Thanks. 

Lunch update: 
• This year it is NOT pizza every Wednesday.  We’ll have pizza every other week.  Make sure to check the 

lunch schedule. 
Handbook Highlights:    

• Celebrations at School 
When your child has a birthday, a small treat for the class to share which is easy to eat is welcomed. 
Please contact your child’s teacher to plan a day/time to bring the treats to school.  Treats must be 
store bought.  No frosting.  No cutting.  Clear liquids only (no red, purple or orange drinks are to be 
brought to school for parties or activities as these colors don’t come out of the carpet when spilled).  
Balloons, flowers, gifts, etc. should be saved for celebrations outside of the school environment.  No 
birthday/party favors allowed.  There will be three classroom parties throughout the year – Winter, 
Valentines and End-of-Year.      

• Party Invitations 
Children may not distribute invitations at school for personal parties.  By law and District policy, we are 
unable to provide parents with names, addresses or phone numbers without prior permission. 

 
                              

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE ART ROOM?? 
I am so excited to begin this 2023-24 school year!  I wanted to fill you in on some curriculum shifts I’m 

making this year.  First through Fifth grade will be focusing on the Elements of Art (line, shape, color, 

texture, value, space, and form) and Principles of Design (emphasis, movement, pattern, unity, variety, 

contrast, and proportion) while blending Social and Emotional concepts, as well.  We are always working 

with these concepts, as they are the “building blocks” of art, but there will be more of a focus in my lesson 

planning. 

 

“Art To Remember” fundraiser - 

Yes, Mountain Vista will be participating this year.  The students will be creating their artwork during 

the 2nd rotation in art class.  Last year, I gave classroom teachers the opportunity to create “wish lists” 

of items they wanted to have in their classrooms.  I used close to $2500 of funds raised from this 

program to fulfill these requests.  THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU for making this happen!!!! 

Some of these items were: class sets of crayons, markers, colored pencils, origami paper, play-doh, 

manipulatives, yarn, and modeling clay.  I am excited to see and hear about how classroom teachers are 

integrating the arts into their rooms.   

 

Be on the lookout for the newest creations we’ve been working on during the first weeks of school: 

• “The Pigeon HAS to go to School” and “Schools First Day” drawings - Mrs. Luna’s 1st graders 

• “The Most Magnificent Thing” machines - Mrs. Laron’s 2nd graders 

• “The World Needs More Purple Schools” - Mrs. Hills’ 3rd graders 

• “Honeycomb Collaboration” - ALL of 4th and 5th grade classes! 

 

Please reach out with any questions or concerns you may have - my door is always open.   

  



If you are interested in ever volunteering in or outside the art room, please let me know.  I will need help 

with take down and hanging of displays, the fundraiser, and supply prep for upcoming units.  Also, a 

helping hand is always appreciated when doing bigger projects, like clay and painting, with the littles 

(kindie and 1st grade).   I’m looking forward to a great year!     

 

Arfully Yours,  

Ms. Rowland 

krowland4@cherrycreekschools.org 

 
 
DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE 

DAC (District Accountability Committee) is a great opportunity to learn more about district initiatives. You can find out 
more about upcoming meetings at this link:  https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/4145 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT 
Are you interested in the future of the Cherry Creek School District?  Would you like to be involved with long-
range planning for schools and other facilities?  Then consider volunteering for the District’s Long-Range 
Facility Planning Committee.  This group of citizens and district employees evaluates issues including new 
construction, renovation of existing facilities, attendance boundaries and calendar issues.  The group advises 
the Board of Education and recommends cost-effective plans for capital facilities.  The Long-Range Facility 
Planning Committee currently has open positions in Board of Education Director Districts B, C, D and E.  A 
listing of the schools in each Director District can be found in the Director District School Assignments 
document.  More information about this volunteer opportunity is available here:  Board of Education policy 
BDF R-5.  If you are interested in serving on the Long-Range Facility Planning Committee, please complete the 
application by September 30th and return it to planning@cherrycreekschools.org.  Apply Now!  

 
 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL/ATTENDANCE REMINDERS  

Please remember that we have a soft start beginning at 7:45 a.m., and school starts promptly at 8:00 a.m.  Do 
not drop your students off any earlier than 7:45 a.m. as there is no supervision outside the entry doors before 
then.  Keep in mind that frequent tardiness and early dismissals lead to missed instruction and can affect your 
student’s ability to successfully meet grade level standards and take part in the school community.  If you are 
calling to excuse an absence for your child, we advise you to use the attendance line (720-886-2795) and not 
the main office line.  If you need to pick up your child prior to dismissal, you must do so no later than 2:25 p.m. 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) and 1:25 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Thank you for your partnership and 
cooperation in supporting our students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/Page/4145


REPORTING AN ABSENCE – ATTENDANCE LINE – 720-886-2795 
If your child will be absent for any reason, please remember to call our 24-hour attendance line,  
720-886-2795.  Please include following information with your message: 

• Student’s first and last name (please spell) 

• Teacher name and grade 

• Reason for the absence.   

• Your name 

• Contact phone number 

• Brief description of symptoms 
 
Thank you for your partnership as we work to keep our students and staff healthy. 
 
 
 

 

ILLNESS REMINDER FOR PARENTS 
All students must be fever-free (fever = 100.4* or higher) without fever-reducing medication for 24 hours and feeling 

well enough to participate in school. 

They also must stay home until it has been 24 hours since their last episode of vomiting and/or diarrhea and eating and 

drinking before returning to school. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our school nurse: 

Mandy Jackson BSN, RN 720-886-2704 

ajackson4@cherrycreekschools.org 

Thank you for helping Mountain Vista Elementary keep our students and staff healthy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mammoth family has grown!  

Read below to learn more about the newest 23-24 
members of the MVE staff!  

Caryn Pratt - Assistant Principal 

 

Hello! I’m Caryn Pratt, the new assistant principal at Mountain Vista. I’m so excited to 
be joining such an amazing community.  I have been in education for 23 years in a 
myriad of positions: reading interventionist, classroom teacher, instructional coach, 
and administrator.  This is my first year in Cherry Creek.  I am passionate about 
ensuring every student makes progress towards their personal goals, both 
academically and socially. On a personal note, I am married and have an almost 4 year 
old. We spent a lot of time this summer at the pool and playing at the park (when it 

wasn’t raining 😊). 

I can’t wait to meet everyone! 

Mariah Allen - Pre-K Teacher 

Hello! My name is Mariah Allen. I am from Aurora, Colorado. I graduated from Eaglecrest 
High School. I got my teaching certifications from Community College of Denver. I have a 9 
month old and a 3 year old with my amazing husband. My summer has been busy with my 
daughter Nevaeh learning to crawl as my son Michael is learning to potty train, and we are 
always on the go to fun places like the children’s museum and the carnivals.  I have been in 
the Cherry Creek district for four years now. I also have taught at private preschools for 8 
years. This is my first year here at Mountain Vista as the Pre-K teacher. I am looking 
forward to meeting each and every one of you and making this a great school year!  

 



Sabita Panda- Pre-K Assistant 

 

 

 

Hello! I am Sabita Panda, the new teacher’s assistant (para) for the Pre-k at 
Mountain Vista this year. This is my fourth year working in the Cherry Creek School 
District and have had an amazing time thus far. I am very excited to meet everyone 

here at Mountain Vista and interact and build connections with the students! 

Nida Hasan - Pre-K Director/Teacher 

 

 

Hi All! My name is Mrs. Nida Hasan and I am so excited to be teaching my 
first year at Mountain Vista Elementary. I am a Certified ECE Director with 
18 years of experience. I live in Aurora with my husband and 4 wonderful 

children, three boys and one girl. I love what I do and look forward to being 
a part of your child's success and growth in the coming year. 

Hazar Mouazen - Pre-K Assistant 

 

Hello! My name is Hazar Mouazen. I am from Damascus, Syria. I moved here with my 
family in 2012. I am a mother of three children and am a grandmother of two. I begun 

my employment with Cherry Creek District in 2018, and have worked at Sunrise 
elementary school for 2 years. I then moved to Summit elementary school and was 

there for 3 years. I am so excited for the opportunity to work at Mountain Vista 
elementary school, and I'm ready to apply everything I have learned from my 

experience here!  

 

 

 

 

 



Pauline Adams - Pre-K Enrichment Director 

My name is Pauline Adams and I am the Child Development Director for 
Preschool Enrichment.  I am extremely excited to join the Mountain Vista 
community and work with the youngest Mammoths!  

For the past 24 years I have worked in Cherry Creek as a Before and After School 
Program Director.  I am looking forward to this new journey and can't wait for 
this upcoming school year. 

I am married to my best friend, and we share a daughter who is 8 years old and 
two wonderful stepchildren, a son and daughter.  We enjoy camping, fly fishing, 
and many other Colorado outdoor adventures. 

 

Afshan Hasan - Pre-K Enrichment Assistant 

 

Hello! I am Afshan Hasan, This is my first year at Mountain Vista Elementary as a 
Child Development Assistant. I am very excited to be apart of this school. On a 
personal note, I have been married to my wonderful husband for 18 years, and 
have 3 beautiful children, two boys and one girl.  

 

 

Madison Elledge - Speech Language Pathologist 

Hi! I'm Madison Elledge, one of the Speech Language Pathologists at 
Mountain Vista. This is my third year in education and my first in 
Colorado! I am beyond excited to be joining such an amazing team 
here and getting to work alongside phenomenal teachers, support 
staff, and administration to ensure all students are communicating to 
the best of their abilities. My favorite hobbies include reading, 
hanging out with my cat (Tink Bean), and exploring my new state!   

 

 



Kacy Baumer - Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant 

 

Hi! My name is Kacy Baumer. I am a COTA, new in the Cherry Creek School District, 
but have been working in the field for the past 10 years. I have experience working 
in sensory clinics, home health and now school settings also. I have always loved 
working in pediatrics. I live with my family in Parker including our young son who is 
almost 2, and our dog. I look forward to being on the team!  

 

Gemma Sutkiewicz - Psychologist 

Hi there! I’m Gemma Sutkiewicz, the .6 school psychologist joining the team this 
year. I’ll be at Mountain Vista on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. I graduated 
from the University of Denver this June and this will be my first year (woohoo)! My 
background is in crisis response and behavior management. I grew up in Wisconsin 
and love the Colorado winters. I am a big skier and have been figure skating since 

age 3. Can’t wait to meet everyone! 🙂 

Rachel Gilmer - Gifted and Talented Teacher 

Greetings, Mammoths! My name is Rachel Gilmer, and I am thrilled to join the 
Mountain Vista team this school year as a part-time GT Teacher. I will primarily 
support students in kindergarten through second grade on Thursdays and Fridays 
each week. I am new to this role and the Cherry Creek School District, but not to the 
wonderful world of education. After 15 years as a primary classroom teacher (13 of 
which were at a gifted magnet school), I am excited to further pursue my passion for 
gifted education in a new capacity. 

In my time away from school, I enjoy gardening, cooking, and spending time with my 
family. My husband, Zane, and I have two children, Hollyn(5) and Greyson (2). We definitely stay busy and 
live life to the fullest! 

I look forward to teaching and learning alongside Mountain Vista students and staff!" 

 

 



Keri Hartlieb - RAiSE Coach 

Hello! 

My name is Keri Hartlieb and I am the Instructional Excellence RAISE Coach 
(IERC).  I am thrilled to join your community and partner alongside of you!  I 
am an educator of 20 years and have had the privilege of educating in 
various settings ECE, 3rd-6th grade, instructional coach, and district 
leadership.  Originally a California native, my family set up roots in CO 12 
years ago.  With two teenagers at home, we keep very busy involved in 
competitive sports.  I look forward to getting to know all of you! 

 

Kathy Barela - Paraprofessional (TA) 

 

Hi!  I'm Kathy Barela and I am so excited to join Mountain Vista as an Instructional 
Para.  I grew up in Colorado and graduated from CU Boulder.   With 3 young kids, I 
know how important education is and am excited to assist the teachers with all 
their needs.  I enjoy serving on my community board and helped build the Bug Park 
at Wheatlands, near Southlands Mall.  I look forward to a great school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR OUR FALL GOTR SEASON!                                     
 
Girls on the Run inspires girls to have a lifetime of self-respect and a healthy lifestyle 
through an innovative program that combines training for a 3.1 mile run/walk race with 
fun lessons, activities and games. We will meet beginning on September 11th and 
continue meeting Mondays and Thursdays from 2:45-4:15. The final 5K run/walk race 
will take place on November 12th and we will conclude our season with a celebration 
the following week. Girls on the Run is open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade girls. 
 
To Sign Up:  Go to www.girlsontherunrockies.org 
Click the “Register Now” button  Choose your geographic area. Find and select 
Mountain Vista Elementary in Centennial, CO. in the drop down menu  After 
completing the form, hit “submit”. **You will receive a confirmation email from 
Raceplanner. If you do not receive this email, chances are you did not fully complete the 
registration form. Scholarships are available for GOTR.  Please reach out if we can 
financially support your family in joining this amazing program. 
 
Once you are registered, we will send you more information regarding our program. 
Please reach out to any of our coaches with questions you may have leading up to our 
season.  
 
Girls on the Run is SO much fun!  
Your coaches: 
 
Kylie Stoll 
Kindergarten kstoll@cherrycreekschools.org 
 
Sarah Vasilauskas  
3rd grade svasilauskas@cherrycreekschools.org 
 
Susie Berger 
3rd grade skeppers@cherrycreekschools.org 
 
Rebekah Poscover 
5th grade rposcover@cherrycreekschools.org 
 
 
 
  

 

 



MVE Student Council  

needs your help  

for our MVE community! 

Please DONATE 
● Gently used backpacks 

● Gently used clothes (mainly PANTS 

for boys and girls ages 5-11) 

● Gently used indoor and outdoor toys 

for preschoolers (including pretend play, 

dress up, playground, etc.)  
 

All donations are meant to support students and families at MVE! 

Bring your donations to school in a bag or a box the week of 

August 28-September 1 
Place your donations outside your classroom teacher’s door and they will 

be collected. 

THANK YOU for supporting our community! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Visit https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/ to pay fees online. 

 

Field Trips  Library Fees 

Attention Families! 
Mountain Vista Elementary is now taking payments online! 

Pay when it’s most convenient for you with a computer or mobile device at 

https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/. 

Save time and be confident that your payment makes it where it needs to go. You can 

pay online with eCheck, debit, or credit cards. 

Mountain Vista Elementary is currently accepting online payment for fees like these: 

 

https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/


Visit the Web Store 

Visit https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/ and Add all the items you want 

to purchase to your shopping cart.  When you are ready to check out, click Checkout. Log in or create your personal Web 

Store account. 

Setting up your payment information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter your RevTrak Web Store email and 

password.  

If you are a first-time Web Store user, click 

they Create New Account button and 

complete all requested information.  

 

 

 

 

 

To add an eCheck, stay on this screen and 

enter your billing information. Select Add 

eCheck. In order to add a Credit or Debit 

card, select Use Debit/Credit and then Add 

Card. Enter your billing and payment 

information. 

 

 

 

If you are a returning customer and wish to 

add a different Payment Method, click on 

the Edit tab. 

 
 
Verify information for accuracy and Click 
Place Order. 
 
 
 

Payment will be processed and receipt can be viewed and printed.  A receipt will automatically be sent to the 
email address provided. Receipt can be viewed at any time through your account settings. 

 

https://cherrycreek.revtrak.net/elementary-schools/elementary-schools-l-z/mve/


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


